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Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) In World Trade Organization (WTO)
And Their Opposite Directions in Iran's Foreign Trade

Bijan BIDABAD?

Abstract

In this paper we intend to examine the hypothesis of: deletion of non-tariff measures
(NTMs) from Iran's foreign trade will promote commercial trade of Iran. The performed studies
show there is no consolidate direction in Iran's NTMs to trade to promote exports or restrict
imports of goods. That is, Iran's NTMs have trivial directions and are to somehow in opposite
direction with each others that one counter-balance the effect of the other. And this is the case
for majority of NTMs in Iran's foreign trade. Thus removing NTMs causes Iran's economy
foreign trade promotion and increase trade efficiency and performance. This policy accords
completely with World Trade Organization (WTO) agreements relating to removing NTMs and
their replacement with tariffs. Joining WTO requires member countries accept this replacement
of NTMs with tariffs. It should be noted that, performance of WTO agreements actually
diverted countries trade protection policies from NTMs to some special kinds of technical
barriers to trade (TBTs) like technical and health standards.

2 Research professor of economics. Monetary and Banking Research Academy (MBRA). Central Bank of Iran.
Email: bijan_bidabad@msn.com.
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